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The factors of the polynomial 4m + 12 are:
• 1(4m + 12)
• 2(2m + 6)
• 4(m + 3)

Each pair can be multiplied to make 4m + 12.

All are factors, however the first two are considered incomplete. 
(4m +12) and (2m + 6) can still be factored further

The third one is complete because (m + 3) cannot be factored any 
further.  Therefore, the greatest common factor of 4m and 12 is 
4.  You could also say that the largest number to divide evenly into 
4m and 12 is 4.
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Expanding:

Factoring:
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Ask yourself what is the largest number
that can divide evenly in 6n and 9....
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